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3 The Author of the DgrExcx, &c. 


SIR, 


HE hiſs and 8 kd in 4 . 
: © you have uſhered to the world ſophiſ- 
ticated falſhoods, may: captivate the under- 
ſtanding of ſuperficial readers. Your exceſs of 
Latin quotations may excite the admiration 
of the ignorant at the profundity of your 
learning: but the calm inveſtigator and; ac- 
curate enquirer into aſſerted facts will diſcover 
your miſrepreſentation: your enmity and vou. 
ſophiſtry glare through the brilliancy of your 
diction and the affected candor of your ſen- 
timents. You have dived *, Sir, into the depths 
of calumny, and plunged into the torrent of 
Egllacious declamation ; you emerge from ſuch 


24 Thee Mr Burke for this Figure: Vide his Speech at 
Briſtol. EP 
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luſtrations with all the purity of modern pa- 


triotiſm; and I may hazard to aſſert, that the 


ſpirit which induced you-to-ufe fuch prepa» 


ration, was not unworthy the aſſociate of the 


Roman Catiline. The world,” you ſay, 


« is at once the knave and coward of the 


creation.“ You are one of that world, and, 
in order to prove yourſelf included in the 
general definition, you are . perpetually play- 


ing every fallacy, and blindfolding your- 
« ſelf with diſguiſe and affectation, conſcious 

4 of truths which you have not the courage 
<« to inculcate.” I ſhall be juſtified in adding, 
and ain of the merit Hand n ta 


Moral virtue, 3 n e in pe 


. lie, and throwing additional luſtre on public 
characters when united with extenſive abi- 
ties, is not a ſufficient recommendation to 
 aguire offices of importance in the ſtate, : In 
_ vain ſhould we praife and extol the excellence 
of a heart, benevolent, generous, and over- 


flowing with philanthropy, if not joined 


with a head, penetrating, intelligent, and 


active; and we have found by experience, 
that a man need not ever aſſume the appear- 
ance of virtue, to > gain the hcights of popu- 
1 5 * 


* 


1 
larity, and the agreeable . of publie 
applauſe. A good miniſter and a bad man 
is certainly preferable in a political point of 
view, to a bad miniſter and a good man, how- 
ever the moraliſt may cenſure ſuch a choice; 
but it muſt be remembered, that the cha- 
racter of a good miniſter by no means pre- 
cludes the exerciſe of morality or the amiable- 
neſs of ſocial virtas.”” | 
A man when rendered copie by fitu- 
ation, or who has acquired celebrity by ſome 
' notorious action, inſtantly becomes the object 
of univerſal inveſtigation. His vices are mag- 
| nified; his virtues are diminiſhed; and the 
levelling principle, too predominant in un- 
enobled minds, eagerly ſeeks the diminution 
of greatneſs, and endeavours to reduce all 
virtue, all ability, and all worth, below that 
ſtandard, which they fix, from a complacent 
review of their own qualifications. Envy will 
_ exert itſelf to blaſt all honeſt fame, and ele- 
vation is ſure to be accompanied by Arten 
and abuſe. 
When Lord Chatham made 0 name 
of Britain terrible in Europe; when Ger- 
many ſaw with aſtoniſhment the glory of 
. - our arms; when in America, France received 
3 a 3 
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the moſt humiliating extinctions of her 


proweſs; when every diſpatch brought us 
freſh ſubject for exultation; when the wiſdom 


| of every plan, and the ſpirit of its execution, 
| permitted not opportunity for reaſonable 
beings to complain; yet the ſpirit of party 
could produce declamations on the dangerous 
tendency of our conqueſts; could diſcover in 
the magnitude of our victories the debaſement 


of our glory; and repine at the enpenges, 


N that placed us in a ſituation to dictate to our 


enemies the terms on which we might allow 


them the bleſſings of Peace. The ſpirit of 
party procured the recall of the great Marl- 
borough in the midſt of victories and crowned 
with laurels—The ſpirit of party endeavours 
to make the earl of Shelburne appear the 
worſt man in his Majeſty's s dominions—The 


eftorts of diſappointed ambition are exerted, 


in contriving ingenious falſhoods, in fabri- 


cating fallacious tales, and in propheſying 


breaches of faith, want of honour, defi- 
ciency of abilities, low cunning, ſervility, 
duplicity, and meanneſs, to deprive the Prime 
Miniſter of the eſteem of the people, and to 


prevent that confidence ſo neceſſary to be 


placed by the nation in the counſellors of the 


Sove- 


1 ] 
Sovereign Mr. Fox is almoſt the idol of 
your adoration. Lord Shelburne, your evil 
genius. In the one, you diſcover every vir- 
tue, the quinteſſence of a perfect man. In 
the other, you find man in his moſt debaſ. d 
ſtate. Becauſe Mr. Fox deſpiſes decency of 
appearance, and perhaps conceives the rough- 
neſs of his head beſpeaks the capacity of his 
mind, you inveigh againſt Lord Shelburne 
for wearing good apparel ; and I ſhould not 
| be ſurpriſed if you were to treat the world 
with a volume of animated panegyric on the 
fecundity and rough virtues of Mr. Fox's chin. 
| Like a certain member of the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons, who pronounced an eulogium 
on the ſterling patriotiſm of the greaſy wol- 
len night- caps, worn by the members of the 
American Congreſs. Vou, Sir, are deter- 
mined to view Lord Shelburne through a 
"falſe and deceptive medium. A ſtateſman 
without policy would be a greater wonder 
than ever was ſhewn by the wonderful Kat- 
terfelto. Perhaps you would be the firſt to 
decry the want of it. Vet you degrade a 


political accompliſhment, by denominating it 


low cunning; and a reſpectful attention, you 
conſtrue into ſervility and an abje& ſolicita- 
B — 
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anonymous aſſertion, the people may poſſibly 
take the trouble of judging for themſelves. 
Even thoſe, who now preſent your idol with 
adulation, as copiouſly as it is adminiſtered. 
in the court of the Great Cham of Tartary, 


may believe, that he has long oppoſed one 


of their deareſt privileges one of the moſt 


invaluable franchiſes of Engliſhmen — the 


freedom of election. That for ſeveral years 


he has uniformly denied that the people 
may return whom they pleaſe for their re- 
Preſentatives in parliament ; and, by veſting 


a power of excluſion in the agents, has 
attempted to deſtroy the rights of the 
principals ; ſo that the people; according to 


this dodrine, ſhould ſtudy the inclination of 
the body of delegates, inſtead of eleQting free 


and unconſtrained. Is not this an heart - felt 
wound to our liberties? and yet the perpetra- 
tor is digniſied with the title of Man of the 
people.“ Is not this poiſon to the conſtitution? 
and yet the adminſterer of it is believed its 
moſt ſtaunch ſupporter! O power of delu- 
ſion! how forcible are thy ſpells ! In the laſt 
debate on expunging the reſolution relative 
to the Maddleſcx cleGion . Mr, Fox aſſerted, 
6 that 


F 22: -] 

« that it was not from falſe pride, or the 
_« fear of being thought inconſiſtent, that he 
«4 ſhould vote againſt the motion, but from 

% conviction of the propriety of the reſo» 
% lution.“ Mr. Fox, who has ſo often con- 
tended for the neceſſity of conſulting the con- 
ſtituent body, in order to act up to the wiſhes 
of thoſe who ſent him, to do their buſineſs, 
not his own; Mr. Fox, who ſo frequently 
declared the term Delegate: meant an agency, 
and that performing the duty to the principal 
could only be done by a diligent attention to 
his intereſt, gives a vote deſtructive of that 
intereſt, and ſubverſive of that freedom which 


reſides, or ought to reſide, in the conſtituent. 


It may prove the independence of his mind; 
and alſo the vanity of his opinion; for ſurely 
the Right Hon. Charles James Fox muſt 
have more wiſdom than a ſimple tradeſman, 
and be better acquainted with the proper in- 
tereſt of Plebeians than themſelves ! ++ Lord 
Shelburne is a man of intrigue.“ Mr. 
Fox, honeſt ſoul! his open heart diſdains an 
artiſice. Neither at St. Stephen's, nor at 
Brookes's, in the cabinet, nor in his cloſet, 
when giving audience to the venerable de- 
ſcendants of the prophets of the Lord, would 
. „ 


F ² A ²˙—ÄBʃĩ—ę—ü— T 6 323252 
2 


4. 


2 


* * * r „ Ho Woes 


ww. 


W 


he condeſcend to fineſſe, or diſturb the placid 


confidence that may be placed in his candor. 

It was not intrigue in Mr. Fox, when, in 

oppoſing the motion before ſpoken of, he de- 

| clared, © That though he oppoſed the motion, 
he felt very little anxiety for the event of 

« the queſtion, for when he found the voice 


N 


of the people was againſt the privilege, as 
he believed the caſe at preſent, he would 


* 


* 


it againſt the people!“ Is not this, Sir, a 
deception to induce the people to think fa- 


vourably of his conduct? Was not this an 
artifice in order to preſerve his reputation with 
the public? Should not that honeſty, that 
ſtrict juſtice, that attention to the people's 
rights, ſo much extolled, have produced a 
_ contrary conduct? Would the freeholders of 


Middleſex ele& Mr. Fox for their repreſen- 


tative? No; he is inimical to their franchiſes, 
If the city of Weſtminſter be callous to the 


injuries it has not immediately felt, the citi- 


zens muſt continue Mr. Fox their delegate, 
till his conduct to their neighbouring county 
ſhall be forgotten, and obliterated by a repe- 


tition nearer home. Upon the removal of the 
old adminiſtration, Lord Shelburne had all 
power 


< not preſerve the privilege, to make uſe of 
« 


1 3 ] 
power in his hands. He might have occu- 
pied the poſt he now fills, he might have 
taken in the adherents of Lord North, and 
totally excluded the Rockinghamites from the 


new arrangement. Had he been the man of 
intrigue you with the nation to believe him, 
he would have ſacrificed his principles to his 
.ambition, he would have conformed more to 
what might be ſuppoſed the wiſhes of the 
Prince, and lent his name to the formation 
of a tory miniſtry. But, Sir, he gave place 
to the deceaſed marquis, and with a noble 
difintereſtedneſs accepted a ſubordinate ſitu- 
ation, when the firſt office, in importance 
and power, was within his reach ; in order 
to cement the band of union between the 


Whigs, and evince the 1 8 790 and tegen 


of his mind. 


It is neceffary to create virtues fer Mr. 


Fox, and to contraſt them with imaginary 
vices in the Earl of Shelburne. - The latter 
muſt be vicious,” becauſe he poſſeſſes the place 
that ſhould be ſacred to the former, or ſome 
of his ductile puppets. It was not an artifice 
to remove the old miniſtry, when Mr. Fox 


declared, on the 5th of March, that there 


t“ were perſons then in Europe, who were 


« "TOR 


6 


11 } 


fully empowered to treat for a peace be- 


% tween Great Britain and America: but that 


* 


he believed they would not treat with the 


« then miniſters.” It was not an attempt to . 
graſp power by deception, ' when he hinted _ 
that he was the only man to negociate with 


them. It was not intrigue, it was not low 
cunning, to deceive the Houſe of Commons. 


No, Sir, it was an Hongſt, open, palpable falſe- 
hood. Congreſs, ſo far from ſending com- 
miſſioners to Britain, would not admit any 
notices of pacification from the court of Lon- 
don, but refuſed liſtening to any terms that 
came not through the medium of France. 


However you may wiſh to delude with 


perverted facts, and to ridicule with affected 
zrony, the plaineſt underſtanding may perceive 
the propriety, the rectitude, and conſiſtency 


of the Earl of Shelburne' 8 conduct with re- 


gard to America. He has been the uniform 
oppoſer of the mad project of ſubjugation; 1 
he has been the firſt to reprobate the evil 
tendency of the war; and though he laments 
the ill policy that has made it impoſſible to 
retain a nominal ſovereignty over that country, 
and the excluſive poſſeſſion of its trade, yet 


his conduct to the United States is ſuch, that 
4 oe 0 the 


. 15 ] ; ne 
the plenipotentiaries of Congreſs have ſo far 
| acceded to his propoſals, as to fign prelimi- 

naries with this country, eflentially . 
to precede a general pacification. | 
Let us attend to Lord Shelburne's laſt 
ſpeech in the Houſe of Peers. As to the 
« American war, he had ever been as great 
an enemy to it as the noble Duke (Rich- 
mond); he had always contended, that it 
e was unjuſt in its principle, becauſe it mili- 
« tated againſt that great maxim of our con- 
4 ſtitution, which declares, that Engliſh ſub- 
« jets, in whatever quarter of the globe, 
* had a right to the benefit of the Britiſh 
* conſtitution ; the moſt boaſted and peculiar 
«franchiſe of which was to be governed by 
<6 thoſe laws only, which they themſelves 
had enacted either in perſon, or by their 
6 repreſentatives. | That war was now at an : 
«end; no Miniſter could, if he were mad 
« exough to deſire it, proſecute it any longer; 
the reſolutions of Parliament, and the 
general ſenſe of the nation, were againſt it; 
and here his Lordſhip thought it proper to 
e declare, in order to quiet the alarms that 
“ had been induſtriouſly raiſed in the minds 
"0 of men, that nothing Was farther from his 
7 ; | | 66 in · 
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ei intention than to renew the war in Artie: 


rica; the ſword was /heathed, never ta be 
6 drawn again.” : Has the Earl of Shelburne 


given the leaſt intimation of deviating from 


theſe ſentiments ? Has he indicated any in- 

clination to recede from theſe principles? 
No; but it is expedient to doubt, to create 

groundleſs fears of what the Earl of Shel- 
burne may do, becauſe be is Prime Miniſter, 

and Mr. Fox has loft the object of his we 
the ſummit of his hopes. 


The next ſubje& of your denn con- 


fiſts, like the former, of effects predicted 


from cauſes the moſt unlikely. to produce 


them; of what is pofible to happen, but 


what is ſo far diſtant from probability, that 


the utmoſt ſtretch of Caledonian ſecond- 
ſight might be exerted in vain, to diſcover 
events, that your malevolence aſſerts, and 
pour e would willingly behold, at hand. 


„ The Earl of Shelburne intends to ſcreen 


the Eaſt India delinquents.“ It ſhould be 
remembered, that there is no man yet pro 
ved a. delinquent in that buſineſs, according ĩ⁵⁶ 


to the maxims of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
An implication of - guilt from ex parte evi- 
dence is ſurely not warrantable in Engliſh 
equity or law ; and if the firſt Lord of Trea- 

fury 


Ir 19, h 


fury ſhould ſtop Parliamentary enquiries, or 


huſh proceedings againſt the preſumed viola- 
tors of the rights of mankind and the poſi- 
tive laws of theit country, it would be ſuch 
a proof of weiktieſs and folly, that the cun · 


ning and artifice you impute to the Miniſter 


with ſuch vehement malignance, muſt give 


way to ſuch glaring contradiction. Suppoſing ; 


it in the noble Lord's power to grant impu- 


nity ; ; what advantage would he derive from 
it? Perhaps two or three votes in the Houſe. 
of Commons, On the contrary, he would 
be execrated by the independent Members, he 
would be reviled by the Foxites, and effec- 
tually preclude himſelf from the eſteem of, 


the people. Would this alſo be cunning in 


the Earl of Shelburne, or would it convince 
us of his intriguing ſpirit, thus impoliticly 
to injure. his credit with the world? The 
dignity, of his ſituation will be ſupported. 


He will not attempt to interfete with the re- 


gular proceſs of the law, nor . ſpread. the 
*« mantle of impunity” over fraud and pe- 
culation; but leave the fate of theſe ſuppoſed 
criminals to be determined, by their liberal . 


and equitable countrymen. When men at- 


N 8 e rors; 


tempt to blaſt characters by anticipating er- 
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[8 ] 
rors; when hypothetical contingencies ate 
ſubjects for reprobation ; and the wildneſs of 
theory wanders in the region of poſlibilities 
to fik on topics of declamation againſt an ob- 
noxious perfon ; the candid muſt perceive 
the want of authenticated facts, on which to 
ground the pile of calumny and abufe, that 
is to be raiſed, in order to obſtruct the peo- N 
ple from viewing their firſt Miniſter with 
clearneſs, and marking the features of his 
adminiſtration with preciſion. 

Lord Shelburne will adviſe the King to 
5 uſe his negative to diſagreeable acts of Par- 
« liament, if the people infiſt upon a change 
in the repreſentation.” You, Sir, muſt 
- doubtleſs be. acquainted with the future re- 
ſolutions of the Cabinet, and know what w, 
and what will not be done by the Miniſter! 

But if your knowledge of futurity be as 
fallacious as your repreſentations of preſent 
events, I fear you will 2 no credrt by your 
he mpg 5 

The Earl of a has Settared; that 
In its real conſtitutional point of view, no 
& man thought more highly of the Houſe of 
Commons than he did; it was then a truly 
« reſpectable, a ds uſeful branch of the Le- 
* giſlature ; ; 


l 
<« giſlature; but when ſunk into corruption, 
„ when it became the mere creature of the 
« Miniſter, and affected to be a kind of ſep- 
tennial nobility without the real dignity, 
4 anda ſmaller ariſtocracy without the means, . 
s the ſituation, and the real perſonal intereſt 
a in the ſtate, it became an object of public 
6 n, and an inflrument of public dan- 
6 ger.“ | : 
Are theſe the ſentiments & a man hoſtile 
to a pure and perfect repreſentation of the 
people? No, they prove him friendly to that 
meaſure ; and are farther corroborated by his 
ſentiments addrefled to the Chairman of 
the Wiltſhire Committee, and his coinci- 
dence with the York Aſſociation on the grand 
object of Parliamentary reform. 
I know not, Sir, where you were informed, 

that Mr. Fox was a favourite in Ireland, and 
Lord Shelburne an object of execration. Your 
NF wiſhes, I doubt not, would willingly eſta- | 
vl your aſſertion ; but, unfortunately for 
3 your credit, the reverſe of your poſition is too 
generally acknowledged. Have you forgotten 
the farcaſins that filled the Iriſh newspapers, 
when Mr. Fox gloſſed over a work of ne- 
ceſſity, with declaring, it was ſolely from 
8 a con- 


[ 20 

a convene of the Juſtice and propriety of the 
claims of Treland, that urged him, as one of 
his Majeſty's miniſters, to accede to them. The 
memories of Hibernians are not fo treache- 
Tous, as to loſe the impreffio ions made on them, 
when Mr. Fox oppoſed, 3 in every preceding 
inſtance, each effort to extend the trade of 
their country, by exonerating it from thoſe 


9 1 cramps and contractions it 8 from 
8 Britiſh acts of Parliament. No, Sir, though 
0 the Iriſh are as generous as they are brave, they 
4h can never think any thing but neceſſity made 
bi Mr. Foxa convert to their defi res. Your account 
bl e Lord Shelburne" 8 oppreſſion and injuſtice 
hi to bis tenants, like the caſtles and diſtrefled 
"kf - damſels of Don Quixote, exiſt, I believe, 2 


only in your own imagination ; or the inha- 
bitants of Ireland 8 be ſtrangely partial to 

his Lordſhi p, to neglect conſi- igning even to tra- 
dition the ſtory of their wrongs. In vain may 

you enquire, fromDerry to Youghall, for a con- 

| firmation of your tale! Until you proſcribed his | 

Lordfhip as a miniſter, we knew not his vi- | 
ces as a man. If Ireland be not content, they 
will receive the ampleſt ſatisfaction from the 
nelburne adminiſl ration. The Iriſh, as well 
j * Engliſh nation, will beſt judge of the Mi- 
niſter by. his ſentiments and correſponding 
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actions. The Earl of Shelburne has declared, 
that deference ought to be had to the voice 
&« of a people; that was a principle, from 
« which no change in fituation fhould ever 
« make him depurt: the voice of a people, 
however conveyed, ought to be attended to; 
tt nor ſhould vain forms (impolitic, vain, and 
„ frivolous indeed on ſuch occaſions) prevent 
« a wiſe adminiſtration from liſtening to it. 


It was of the efſence of liberty that citizens 


& freely di iſcuſs their rights ; and he ſhould ever 
prefer their language delivered with free- 
« dom, to thoſe dark and ſecret councils, 
better calculated to deceive and miſlead, 
than inſtruct and direct an adminiſtration: 
ehe ſhould be happy at all times to hear the 
„ people of three kingdoms ſpeak out their 
« ſentiments ; ſuch ſentiments, delivered un- 
« biafſed and with freedom, ſhould always 
« be a /aw to him.“ 

When, fired with the amor patriæ, a nation 
reſolves to unite the characters of citizen and 
ſoldier, and render uſeleſs that heavy bur- 

then to the ſtate a ſtanding army; when, 
prompted by a deſire of acquiring the rights 
and franchiſes of their neighbours, they ſa- 
critice to liberty, and attempt to remove the 
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[ 22 ] | 
ſhackles fixed on them in the inſolence of 
conqueſt ; we muſt admire the completion of 
what has long been a defideratum in politicks, 


and the ſpirit of its execution ; though, had 


not incontrovertible hiſtoric evidence aſſured 


us that ſuch a junction of characters was 


common with the Greeks and Romans, mo- 


dern politicians would have marked it as the 


exuberance of theory, and-only practical in 
Utopia. Ireland would, however, have con- 


futed that plauſible error. Ireland, that bas 
long been the moſt miſerable nation in Eu- 
rope, its inhabitants a laughing butt for their, 
; neighbouring iſlanders, and the drudges to 
perform their moſt laborious employments ;, 
has acquired a name, enviable even by Athens 
or Lacedæmon; and the reſpectability ſhe 
now poſſeſſes, is only to be equalled by the 


temperate firmneſs with which ſhe urged her 
claims. Her claims were admitted, {a citi- 
zens were admired; and why, Sir, damp 


their military ardor, why diſtruſt their vir- 


tue, by fearing to leave the kingdom to their 


own protection? Why muſt hired troops ſu- 


perſede the watchful vigilance of free ſol- 
diers ? With a happy perverſion of facts pe- 
culiar to yourſelf, you will find an anſwer, 

in 


112 1 
in hinting at the wretched cunning and ill- 
fated policy of the firſt Lord of the Trea- 
ſury ; concealing by whom the Fencible 
ſcheme was projected, under whoſe adminiſ- 
tration it was ſet on foot, and attempting to fix 


| the odium on the preſent Miniſter, by making 


it one of the objects, which Lord Tem- 
| & ple's accompliſhments and Lady Temple's 
« well-dreſt Mercuries“ are to render palata- 
ble. Lord Temple's chief buſineſs, is to in- 
form himſelf of the genuine ſentiments of 


3 the people of Ireland, and what is the ulti- 


 matum of their deſires. The voice of a peo- 
ple will ever he a law to the Earl of Shel- 
burne; and, inſtead of forcing a reprobated 
=o meaſure, he will take the earlieſt opportu- 
nity to gratify their wiſhes, by aboliſhing 
an abſurd, an ungenerous project, formed dur- 
ing the Rockingham adminiſtration, and car- 
ried into execution during the "TRENT of 
the Duke of Portland. <2 
Vou affect to believe, that ſecret Werde 
will direct the counſels of the Miniſter, and 
the efficient though inviſible Cabinet conti- 
nue to rule this deveted nation. A congeni- 
ality of ſentiment in the oſtenſible puppet of 
the day, joined with an indolence of mind, 


may 


. 4. 
i may make him ſubſervient to occult advice. 
The divine right of kings and the paſſive 
obedience of the people are the exploded 
mah principles of Toryiſm; and the neceflary 
0 5 conſequence, a pliable Legiſlature, is an eſ- 
1 ſential engine to Tory government. The 
7 Earl of Shelburne is a Whig; a profeſſed 
% enemy to dark and ſecret councils; who 
Wi. grounds the government of kings on com- 
| pat, not on right divine; and the obe- 
10. dience of the people on choice, not neceſſity; 
11 who wiſhes for a pure free, and indepen- 
2 dent legiſlature, that may be an effectual 
"| prevention of the deſigns of bad miniſters, | 
. and the zealous ſupporters of political li- 
Wt berty, by preſerving an. equipoiſe in the con- 
ö ſtitution. Sooner ſhall another Joſhua ariſe. 
and overthrow the ſcience of Aſtronomy, by 
ſtopping the revolution of the planets, than 
„I will believe a Whig would follow, or re- 
„ cieive, the counſel of a Tory. No, Sir, the 
1 Earl of Shelburne's counſel is his own. His 
actions reſult purely from his judgment of 
1 their propriety ; and his reward for the rec 
by titude. of both will be, 1 flatter myſelf, the 
approbation of a well governge and 2 . 
ful 1 
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( 2s | 
How could Lord Shelburne receive a ſcene 
from the Foxites ? Have they not been for 
years fellow actors in the ſame drama? Have 
not their parts been ſimilar, and their exer- 
tions uniformly directed to the ſame point, 
the excluſion of a Tory adminiſtration ? The 
principles upon which they undertook the 
management of the national theatre (if I may 
be allowed to carry on a theatrical compa- 


nion; and ſurely, both for tragedy and farce 


it will hold good) were the ſame ; till the 


demon of ambition, the ſpirit of contention, 1 


or ſome other cauſe, unknown in the cat: 


= logue of heaven, induced Mr. Fox to retire | 


with a ſmall company of his own; to op- 
poſe, by the facetioufneſs of ridicule and the 
rant of declamation, the placid eloquence and 
graceful actions, of their former colleagues. 
I deny, Sir, that the whole labour of oppo- 
ſition reſted, in the Houſe of Peers, on the 
Duke of Richmond; Lord Shelburne ever 
took an active part in every debate of impor- 
tance, and delivered his ſentiments openly, 
and as became an honeſt and * 

. 
8 Vou n in fophiltey, « cunning and de- 
9 205 and like the jaundiced eye that ſees in 
| D every 
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every object a ſimilar appearance, you per- 
ceive candor, honeſty and plain dealing, to 
be art, intrigue, and ſelf- intereſted policy. | 
Lord Shelburne's ſpeech on the ſurrender of 

Lord Cornwallis was a ſpirited. attack on 
the evil tendency of the ſyſtem purſued, by 
the late miniſters ; ; and at the time it was 
delivered, neither Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, nor 

you, would have found any trap for the fa- 
vor of the King, or any deſign but the ad- 

vantage of the ſtate, Enmity and end- 
3 make their obſervations through dif- 

ferent optics. The ſpeech of Lord Shel- 
burne in the affair of Mr. Iſaac Haynes. far 
remote from what you repreſent it, was an 
enquiry, by what authority the power of 
taking away lives was delegated from ſupe- 
rior to fubordinate officers; and who could 
give ſo | important a juriſdiction oyer the lives 
of mankind? This was to the ſubject on 
the Zapis ; and the anceſtry - of Lord Hun- 
tingdon muſt be ſtill unknown, if he can- 
not produce 1 it but from Lord Shelburne! s eu- 


logium. 


„ Mr. Burke 8 it dangerous to truſt 
„Lord Shelburne with power, no doubt; 
becauſe, while his we is in office, nr. 

= * Buke 


* 4. 1 | 
Burke has Wo. himſelf from a partici- 


| pation ; and patriots, Sir, the moſt pure and 
virtuous patriots, even the immaculate Mr. 
Fox, can feel the pleaſure of patronage, the 
felicity of power, and the ſolid comfort of 
official profits! The bills of laſt ſeſſion will, 
1 fear, be very inadequate to reſtore purity to 


the Houſe of Commons, or give freedom to 


election. That can only be done by a total 
annihilation of every ſpecies of influence; 
not by a removal of the more ſtriking de- 
grees of it that edge cloſely on the borders 4 
of poſitive corruption, but by deſtroying the a 


influence of folicitation, the influence of 
family connections, the influence of em- 


ployers over the employed; ; and every, the 8 


moſt minute, fibre of that baneful weed in 
our conſtitution. Such an eſtabliſhment of 
the freedom of election will, moſt likely, 
take place! in the adminiſtration of Lord Shel- 


burne; for ſuch a comprehenſive attack on 


influence is meditating by that patriotic 
6 young nobleman Lord Mahon. 


3 not to panegyrize. The proper mode of af- 


fecting that Houle, J ſhall not diſpute with 
you but that the Ear! of * Shelburne will act 


= 


The preſent Houſe of Commons 1 I pretend f 


rr an or =—rama— 


8 * 1 
upon cheir avarice, if they poſſeſs any, I muſt 
deny; and affert, that when a more equal 
and equitable repreſentation of the people 
takes place, the beſt mode to affect a Houſe 
- lf conſtituted, will be the wiſdom and upeght- 
neſs of his Lordſhip's meaſures. ; 
Mx. Burke's Bill of Reform is among the | 
merits of the Earl of Shelburne's antagoniſts. 
That, Sir, promiſed at its birth to be the 
off. ſpring of a patriot of Brobdingnag; 3 but 
at its maturity, we found it the deſcendant 
of a Lilliputian ! What could produce ſhould | 
- degeneration ? Either Mr. Burke neglected to 
acquire the neceflary information of the 
utility of certain places, which at firſt | were 
to be aboliſhed, or his introduction to office, 
made him ſenſible of their advantage; and 
he found it was neceſſary, to pleaſe ſome, 
and prevent the diſguſt of others, to t 
them a longer exiſtence, _ 
Till Mr. Burke found his friends in poſſe 
ſion, he could not perceive the ſplendor 
which their continuance would give to his 
country. The emoluments would ſupply 
blazing chariots and fiery ſteeds, to adorn 
the outward areas of the court, and furniſh 
embroidered veſts to inn! . levees of a 


mini- b 


r 
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ſhip, or his regard. for the brilliancy of St. 
James's and the hit e in Groſvenor- 
1 oe * 
. Unwieldy a8 18550 North is, you intro- 
| ive him into your dramatis perſon. You 
think it would have been indecent and un- 
conſtitutional for him to have appeared on a 
huſtings, though it was not improper in Mr. 
Fox. Permit me to ſay, that the freedom of 
election was more in danger from the pre- 
ſence of the latter than the former. Lord 
North would only have rouſed the indigna- 
tion of the electors, and perhaps experienced 
their diſguſt; but Mr. Fox being at the time 
in eſtimation with the people, his recom- 
mendation of a candidate would influence their 


3 and direct their votes. 
Had Colonel Barre continued in the line of 


his, profeſſion, he would before this time have 
acquired a regiment, if, by an inoffenſive 
liſtleſſneſs to the liberties of his country, he 


had not oppoſed the deſigns of a deſpotic mi- 


niſtry, but ſuffered the rights of his country 
to be invaded with impunity. The reward 
of his conſtitutional efforts was a deprivation 


of COT. and full * to poverty 
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and neglect. It it c &in,\ more than an 
act of juſtice, that what he has loſt in the 
ſervice of his fellow citizens, ſhould be com- 
L ? Even the economical Mr. Burke 

could not oppoſe. it. England, Sir, is ſuf- 

ficiently notorious for neglecting to protect 
abilities. Otway's blood is yet unatoned for! 
The ſhade of Chatterton hovers round the fa- 
tal country, that prematurely extinguiſhed 5 
the firſt of geniuſes ! I rejoice that cd 
1 15 ſuperior to poetic. Fl 

Mr. Pitt, becauſe the colleague of Low 
Pan muſt alſo feel a portion of your 
indignation. The elegance of that gentle- 
man's language is not more conſpicuous than 


the intelligence conveyed in it; nor is his 
elocution more captivating than the juſtneſs 
of his thoughts, and his manly and ſagacious 
ſentiments. Though Lord Chatham refuſed 


the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, it 
was not from a conſciouſneſs of inability, or 


want of acquaintance with the commercial 
intereſts and the reſources of the country ; 
but from his inclination to exerciſe his ge- 
nius in projecting and executing deſigns «to 
; extend the glory, the power, and the domi- 
nion of his ſovereign; 


r 


to g 


iN 4 5 


| the elaborate calculations of finance, and the 


complicated intricacies of the Exchequer. "ER 
But why ſhould Pyrrhus be degenerate, be- 


more difficulty, and requiring more intenſe 


application, than that occupied by Achilles? 


Mr. Pitt's great error is his attachment to 
ſtudy, and preferring induſtry in the acquire- 


ment of wiſdom, to the rattling of dice- 


od, and'the ſhuffling of knaves. 
Vour account of Lord Shelburne's treaty 
| ond the editors of news-papers, muſt be con- 


ſigned to the general maſs of futile argu- 5 


ments, and miſrepreſented facts. The ab- 


ſurdity needs not a refutation; nor, if we knew 
whether you were ſerious or ironical in deli- 
negating the character of Sir James Lowther, 
would his noble and diſintereſted patriotiſin 
be ma either by Four: malice: or your le- 


1 dete to loſe all end the world, 
«if in one inſtance your aſſertions ſhall be 


. proved untrue, or unwarranted by Lord 
„ Shelburne's conduct and public declara- 
+ tions.” After the total deſtruction of your 
_ credit, Which you muſt allow from the nu- 
merous confutations you have experienced, it 
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wn may almoſt be unneceſſary to notice the con- 
tinuance of your falſehoods. You ſay, Lord 


Shelburne queſtioned his Majeſty's right to 


create a peer, and quoted Lord Chancellor 


Weſt againſt the prerogative. Theſe are his 
Lordſhip's words; „ that when the preroga- 
tive was exerciſed to its fulleſt extent, he 
« wiſhed to God to ſee the Parliament free. 
He wiſhed moſt anxiouſly to ſee a more per- 
44 fe repreſentation of the people, and when 
e that happy time arrived, he ſhould be 
grounded in entertaining a reaſonable ex 
. peCtation of better proſpects. A book on 
the Peerage, written by Lord Chancellor 
Weſt, pretty clearly evinced to his mind, 
« that there were latent powers belonging to 
1 the Houſe of Lords, which, if called forth 
« by ſufficient occaſion, and duly and ſpi- 
< ritedly exerciſed, were equal ta the cor- 
4 refling of any abuſes of the prerogative that 
might be attempted.” The Earl of Shel · 
burne alſo maintains, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons can correct any abuſes of the preroga- 
tive in the nomination of miniſters. His 
1 Lordſhip knows, that the true ſpirit of the 
conſtitution conſiſts in the mutual checks of 
each branch of the legiſlature. - - or 
5 r Lou, 


WW 
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Vo, Sir, even you, muſt allow the peue⸗ 
ration and integrity of the Duke of Rich- 
ond. He has informed the nation, that 
He had not hitherto dbſerved, aiid he had 
been warchſul on that Head, the leaſt de- 
viation from any one of thoſe fundamental 
+ principles that formed the baſis of the ne 
© adminiſtration 5 as long therefore as he 
8+ ſhould find, that by thoſe principles the 
noble Lord near him, now at the head of 
| 4 „ the Treaſury, ſhould conduct the meaſures 
1 e of his adminiſtration, ſo long he ſhould con- 
eine it to be his duty to give hitn every 
„ ſupport in his power ; ; but the moment he 
J << ſhould diſcover in him an intention to 
« abandon thoſe principles, from that 1. 
« ment he would ſtand foremoſt in the moſt 
« determined oppoſition to his government.” 
That moment has not, and I truſt never will 
| arrive, 


To prove to you Am I am not fingular in 
the high opinion J entertain of the Earl of 
Shelburne, I ſhall tranſcribe the language of 
the Speaker of the Aﬀembly of ee to 
his Lordſhip. 


You, Sir, may ſicken and repine at ſuch 
toſtimonials of eſteem ; but when you can 


1 5 diveſt 


4 * 
5 diveſt: ae of the ſpiiit of party, you wilt 


allow the juſtice of their ſentiments, and the 
truth of their addreſs. . 

After preſenting the thanks of, the af- 
ſembly, Sir John Gay Alleyne thus proceeds ; ; 
But here, my Lord, after ſo honourable 

« a teſtimony of the. public gratitude and 
«* eſteem, how ſhall: I preſume on adding 
60-20: your Lordſhip! s ' ſatisfaction by any 
66 humble tribute of my particular regard? 
„and yet having been a member of this af- | 
ſembly during the ſhort but grateful period 
of your Lordſhip 8 former employment, i in 

« the very poſt now again fo happily filled 

« by your much honourgd name, and bear- 
ing in my mind the juſt impreſſion of your 
„ Lordſhip' ip's candor, excellent di eernment, and 
« upright 1 intentions, in whatever concerned 
« the intereſt of my native country, 1 can- 
& not now behold, to all theſe reſpected 
« qualities, ſuch a noble ardor joined, as 
« has appeared for the earlieſt redreſs of our 
« grievances, without indulging myſelf, on 
% this occaſion, in an honeſt acknowledge- 
66 ment of ſuch ſuperior worth, or without 
| « congratulating my countrytnen upon their 


0 returning under the lame admired patro- 
| ; t e 


e nage again, at A Trading tl e moſt critical 


$ to our diſtreſſed affairs. 


Tux PATR 107 Mixis En. 'q 
; 1 am, Sir, 5 . | | 1 
Neither your admirer, 


nor humble ſervant. 


„ K Anne tn eb An 4.4 29, A 


Bauch ſentiments will, I am perſuaded, 
| occupy the breaſt of every Briton ; and uni- 
yerſal acclamation, hail the Earl of Shelburne, 
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